[image: image1.jpg]SHEFFIELD




Press Release

For immediate release

World class animation at the Showroom Cinema
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Ponyo
Fans of animation have plenty to look forward to at the Showroom, starting with a half term treat for all the family with Ponyo. Ponyo tells the magical story of a boy who befriends a goldfish princess who wants to be human. From groundbreaking Japanese animator Hayao Miyazaki, director of Spirited Away, the film features an all-star cast of voices, including Matt Damon, Cate Blanchett and Liam Neeson.
On Saturday 20 February 6pm, the Showroom welcomes Czech animator Aurel Klimt to Sheffield. There will be a screening of his imaginative short animations of fairytales and mystical stories, followed by an insight into his enchanted world with a Q&A session and a chance to find out more about his techniques using puppetry and new media. 
From 22 to 24 February you have the chance to do your best Simon Cowell impressions and vote for your favourites in this year’s British Animation Awards. There will be three special screenings of the best in animated short films, adverts and music videos. The programme comes to the Showroom as part of its UK tour to determine the winners of the Public Choice category.
Tickets for all these screenings are on sale now from the Showroom box office on 0114 275 7727 or book online http://www.showroomworkstation.org.uk/
- Ends -
For more information, press images or press tickets, please contact Anna Lord 
0114 221 0605 anna.lord@showroomworkstation.org.uk 
1. 
What the critics are saying about Ponyo:
· “Miyazaki’s back, and still a force of nature. A weird, wonderful aquatic romp, Ponyo is also a meditation on the state of this blue planet. Catch it.” 
Empire ****

· “This film will be loved by those who admire the intricacy and power of his Howl's Moving Castle and the great Spirited Away. It is an arresting work from an unmistakable film-making personality.”
The Guardiian ****

2. 
There is an interview opportunity with Aurel Klimt available on Friday 19 February, please contact Anna Lord for further details.

For further information about the Aurel Klimt event:

http://www.showroomworkstation.org.uk/aurelklimt 

Biography and details of the films to be shown on 20 February available on request.

3. Further details about the British Animation Awards public choice:

http://www.showroomworkstation.org.uk/showroom/seasons/info.aspx?ID=13 

http://www.britishanimationawards.com/  
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