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Top Filmmakers and Actors Visit the Showroom in June
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American: The Bill Hicks Story
Continuing an impressive programme of special guests at the Showroom Cinema, June is another packed month for film fans. Sheffield Documentary Festival, Doc/Fest, kick off proceedings hosting two question and answer sessions with acclaimed documentary makers. The first is with director Erik Gandini on Thursday 10 June. His film Videocracy scooped the Special Jury prize at the 2009 Doc/Fest and makes a welcome return to the Showroom screen. The documentary dissects the Italian obsession with fame, in particular the uneasy relationship between politics and TV, something which resonates on these shores in the aftermath of a general election in a nation obsessed with TV talent shows. 
This is quickly followed by a Doc/Fest Q&A with directors Matt Harlock and Paul Thomas on Saturday 12 June. Their documentary American: The Bill Hicks Story (15) charts the rise of infamous comedian Bill Hicks, who died at the age of just 32 some 16 years ago, yet his cult following continues to swell. Harlock and Thomas’ film truly is a labour of love, three years in the making. They employ a range of innovative techniques to bring their documentary to life, including animation to reconstruct unseen elements of Hicks’ life. With unprecedented access to Hicks’ collection of videos and photographs, as well as insightful interviews with those who knew the comedian best, this really is the definitive take on their hero that fans have been waiting for. Harlock and Thomas state the intention was to give, “a full sense of Bill’s life, ambitions and achievements and a lasting testament as to why he will remain one of the enduring cultural cornerstones of our age.” 
On Monday 14 June, actor David Morrissey will be the Showroom’s special guest for the day. David Morrissey has made a name for himself as one of Britain’s finest actors, appearing in numerous acclaimed TV series from Red Riding to Doctor Who. Morrissey is also making a splash on the big screen, both as an actor in movies such as Nowhere Boy and Captain Corelli's Mandolin and more recently behind the camera. Local school children will have the chance to meet David in the afternoon, put their questions to him and watch his film The Water Horse (PG). In the evening David will present his new film, Don’t Worry About Me (15), a bittersweet love letter to his home city of Liverpool and a tender tale of boy meets girl. This time, Morrissey steps behind the camera to direct his first feature film. The film has received fantastic reviews - The Times calls it, “A real heartbreaker. Funny, fresh, hugely romantic.” It’s then over to the audience to ask David Morrissey any burning questions they have about any of his work to date. 
The Showroom is teaming up with Hallam University as part of the Lost London conference examining the unseen, underground subcultures of the capital. On Monday 14 June renowned writer and filmmaker Ian Sinclair, an expert on the mysteries of London, introduces a special screening of The Sorcerers, a 60’s sci-fi shocker set against a dingy backdrop of Swinging London.
Rounding off the month on Friday 25 June is a screening of A Boy Called Dad (15), a powerful new British drama about Robbie, a teenager who becomes a father at the age of 14. Feeling angry and neglected by his own dad, he kick-starts a series of events that will catapult him at great speed into adulthood. Newcomer Kyle Ward gives a remarkable performance as Robbie and is supported by a strong cast of familiar faces, including Ian Hart (The Enemy of the State, Wonderland) and Steve Evets (Looking for Eric). Producers Michael Knowles and Stacey Murray of Made Up North productions will attend the screening along with cast members to answer questions after the film.
Tickets for all the films and events mentioned above are on sale now from the Showroom box office: 0114 275 7727 or online http://www.showroomworkstation.org.uk 
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