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Whip It with the Sheffield Steel Rollergirls at the Showroom
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Ellen Page and Drew Barrymore in Whip It

Bliss Cavendar (Juno’s Ellen Page) dreams of escaping the tiny town of Bodeen, Texas. Unfortunately her beauty pageant obsessed mother (Marcia Gay Harden) is convinced that Bliss can only succeed in life if she wins the crown at the local Miss Blue Bonnet Pageant, but the awkward outsider knows there’s something bigger and better out there. When Bliss sneaks off to the big city of Austin with her best friend Pash (Alia Shawkat) she discovers a world unlike anything she could ever imagine: roller derby, with its girl-power-meets-punk-rock spirit and its liberating celebration of wild individuality.
Whip It is Drew Barrymore’s directorial debut and Empire Magazine gives it a resounding thumbs up - “Excellent emo chick coming-of-age drama plus broads in fetish gear battering each other on roller skates — frankly, a film that offers something for everyone.”
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The real-life Whip It – Sheffield Steel Roller Girls
Girl’s roller derby is already big news in the States and the release of Whip It is bound to give the sport a huge boost here in the UK. Sheffield has its very own team, the Sheffield Steel Rollergirls, who will be at the Showroom on Friday 9 April from 8pm for the opening night of Whip It. Come along and meet the real thing and join the Rollergirls for the 8.50pm screening of the film. The Sheffield Steel Rollergirls are looking for new recruits, so if you’re inspired by Whip It, why not give it a try?
Roller derby started out in the 1930s in America and is renowned for its rough-and-tumble nature. Played on a circular track, each team has a ‘jammer’ who must break through the pack of skaters in order to score points for their team, while the opposing ‘blockers’ must use a range of tactics to stop them. The modern version of the game is a lively, action-packed spectacle in which the participants create alter-egos for themselves. Among the Sheffield Steel Rollergirls you’ll find Mia Malice, ASBO J-Lo, Loretta Vendetta and Parma Violence. They are currently planning their first home match at Ponds Forge this summer. For more information see the SSRG’s website: http://www.sheffieldsteelrollergirls.co.uk 
SSRG will be at the Showroom on Friday 9 April for the 8.50pm screening of Whip It, meet them in the Showroom from 8pm.

Tickets for Whip It are on sale now from the Showroom box office on 
0114 275 7727 or book online http://www.showroomworkstation.org.uk/whipit 
- Ends -
For more information or press tickets, please contact Anna Lord 
0114 221 0605 anna.lord@showroomworkstation.org.uk 
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