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Celebrating the work of female filmmakers at the Showroom
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Kathryn Bigelow’s historic Best Director Oscar win

A strand of films and events celebrating the work and innovation of female filmmakers takes place at the Showroom throughout April, placing women in the contemporary film industry in the spotlight. Over the last 25 years it is estimated that a mere 8% of Hollywood films were directed by women. Kathryn Bigelow is the first woman ever to win the Best Director Oscar and only the fourth woman ever to be nominated. Her winning film, The Hurt Locker will be returning to the big screen at the Showroom from 23 April. Drew Barrymore finds herself on the other side of the camera this month too, with her exuberant directorial debut Whip It opening on April 9 for a rough-and-tumble dose of girl power starring Juno’s Ellen Page. 
Throughout the month a special season of films, Breaking the Celluloid Ceiling, explores the history behind women’s mainstream genre filmmaking in Hollywood and Britain. From Dorothy Arzner, the first woman in the Directors’ Guild of America, who made gutsy, subversive films in the 1930s and 1940s, to contemporary rising star of the British film industry Andrea Arnold. The season acts as an insightful retrospective for film fanatics and an excellent crash course for beginners. It begins on April 8 with Gurinder Chadha’s (Bend It Like Beckham, It’s a Wonderful Afterlife) first feature, Bhaji on the Beach. There will be two special discussion groups to explore the significance of the films in the season on 21 and 28 April, free and open to all. The programme has been put together by Angela Martin in association with the Showroom.
Actress turned filmmaker Debbie Howard will be at the Showroom on Thursday 15 April to discuss her reasons for establishing her own production company, Big Buddha Films. After spending 20 years acting in film, television and on stage, Debbie became frustrated with the lack of meaty roles for women and so started to write her own scripts. This is a chance to see a selection of Debbie’s short films and hear about her experience as an independent filmmaker. The event is organised by the South Yorkshire Film Network (www.syfn.org) and is sure to inspire any budding filmmakers.
Tickets for all the films and events mentioned above are on sale now from the Showroom box office: 0114 275 7727 or online http://www.showroomworkstation.org.uk 
- Ends -
For more information or press tickets, please contact Anna Lord 
0114 221 0605 anna.lord@showroomworkstation.org.uk 
· Interviews may be arranged with Bill Lawrence (Creative Director of the Showroom), Angela Martin (the programmer of Breaking the Celluloid Ceiling) or Debbie Howard subject to availability.
· “Debbie Howard is a hugely talented and productive film maker whose films are constantly appearing at International film festivals despite receiving no funding. This is a unique opportunity to see her work in her home city at Sheffield’s Independent cinema.”
Rob Speranza of the South Yorkshire Film Network on Debbie Howard.
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