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Press Release

For immediate release
Yorkshire Film Archive Online celebrates introduction of rare South Yorkshire footage at Showroom Cinema. 
The Yorkshire Film Archive is celebrating reaching 50 hours of film accessible online as part of its interactive moving image website: Yorkshire Film Archive Online (www.yfaonline.com). The YFA Online resource will feature an extra 7 hours of dedicated Sheffield and South Yorkshire footage, and to celebrate, the Showroom Workstation is hosting two special screenings at 1pm and 6pm on Wednesday 14 July 2010 and will unveil the new YFA Online access point, available to visitors onsite. 
Thanks to Heritage Lottery Fund and Yorkshire Forward support, the region’s film heritage continues to be opened up for everyone to enjoy.  YFA Online is packed with hundreds of historic and emotive archive films reflecting Yorkshire life, landscape and culture over the past one hundred years.  Over the past three years the Yorkshire Film Archive has been working closely with the Showroom Workstation and other partners across the region, engaging audiences with their rich film heritage, to develop YFA Online.
Graham Relton, Project Manager, YFA Online said:

“YFA Online is a moving image portrait of Yorkshire and is proving very popular; since it was launched in November 2009 we have had over 80,000 visits to the site.  We are delighted to be making the regions screen heritage widely accessible and to be adding the new South Yorkshire footage in July to complete the 50 hours featured online but this is only the start, we will be adding new films on a regular basis so there will always be something new to see.  And we don’t just want people to watch the films; we want them to get interactive, to add their local knowledge and images.”
Fiona Spiers, Head of HLF Yorkshire and the Humber said:

“YFA Online has created a fantastic resource that has opened up unseen footage of the Yorkshire region.  With films as diverse as Queen Victoria visiting Sheffield to Vespa rallies in the 1950s there is a range of footage that captures the vibrancy of Yorkshire through the ages.  This project has helped transform YFA’s amazing collection and will help it grow and develop in the future.”
The extra 7 hours of footage added to the site to coincide with the South Yorkshire launch offers a unique insight into the daily lives of local people throughout the 20th Century. Footage includes an official visit of His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales to Rotherham on 28 May 1923 and the Sheffield Climbing Club in the late 1940s and their excursions at Stannington Edge. YFA Online will also contain a short 1920s film showing the Tinsley working men’s club children’s outing, featuring unique shots of charabancs, early motor coaches commonly used for works outings in the early part of the 20th Century, the last horse drawn tram in Sheffield in 1946 and films from the active film club at Newfield School in the 1960s and 70s, including excellent images of the annual summer fayre, school fashion shows and sports. 
Films such as ‘The Great Sporting Epic’, a 1930s whimsical netball film, footage from a Miner’s May Day Parade at Manvers Main Colliery in 1919, intimate amateur productions such as ‘Skating and Snow, 1936 – 1953’ showing ice skating at Forge Dam and skiing in South Yorkshire and a chronicle of the ‘May Queen’ celebrations that took place annually at Birdwell Primary School in Barnsley capture the region at play. 
South Yorkshire’s industrial heritage is reflected in the selection of films soon to feature online depicting the region at work.  A 1937 film called ‘Fashioning Mother of Pearl’ shows both the decorative and practical uses of mother of pearl exported from Australia at Gillott & Son (Pearl Works) Ltd in Sheffield, while ‘Hub of the House’, a 1940s promotional film for Firth-Vickers ‘Staybrite’ stainless steel shows how stainless steel transformed the lives of housewives. Also featured is a documentary that profiles Newton Chambers Factory based in the Thorncliffe Valley, capturing life at the factory and its community, and ‘Made in Sheffield, 1954’, a film showing the process of making cutlery with evocative images of the chimney-lined Sheffield skyline and the forge masters at work. Other industries have also been captured, such as in a 1960s documentary made for the Sheffield Water Undertaking to tell the story of how water is supplied and a film showing banking methods and fifties fashions from Barnsley British Co-operative Society
The YFA’s collection also showcases the creativity of the people of Yorkshire, with amateur productions like ‘Rays’, a film featuring the village of Swallownest and 1956 award winning amateur fictional film ‘And so to Hell’, a comical moral tale of a man who dreams that he goes to hell as a result of his wrongdoings under the influence of alcohol.  
On 14 July at 1pm people can find out more about YFA Online with ‘Tea and t’internet’, a special screening of archive material followed by an opportunity for guests to have a guided tour of the online resource over a cup of tea or coffee. 

At 6pm the launch screening of the YFA Online project in South Yorkshire presents a packed film show featuring South Yorkshire highlights from 1905 to the 1970s. The two screenings are different so we encourage people to come along to both. 

The screenings are FREE but places are limited, for information and to reserve your place contact the Showroom Box Office on 0114 275 7727 www.showroomworkstation.org.uk/yfalaunch 
- End -
Press Invitation/Information
Press are welcome to attend the ‘Tea and t’internet’ session in the afternoon at 1pm and meet YFA representatives.  You can also join us for the special screening of archive footage at 6pm.

Please contact Anna Lord anna.lord@showroomworkstation.org.uk 0114 221 0605 if you would like to attend or arrange an interview.
For more ‘local’ photos and footage for web or television use please contact Yorkshire Film Archive Online Project Manager, Graham Relton on 01904 876397 or via email g.relton@yorksj.ac.uk  
Please credit the Yorkshire Film Archive when using attached photographs.  
Notes to editors 
· Using money raised through the National Lottery, since 1994 the Heritage Lottery Fund has not only revitalised hundreds of museums, parks, historic buildings, landscapes and wildlife sites, but has also given new meaning to heritage itself. People from every walk of life are now involved with the heritage that inspires them, making choices about what they want to keep and share from the past, for future generations. HLF has supported more than 33,900 projects, allocating over £4.4billion across the UK, including £341million to more than 2,500 projects across the Yorkshire and the Humber region alone. Website: www.hlf.org.uk
· With the addition of an extra 7 hours of South Yorkshire footage, YFA Online features over 50 hours of footage and can be found at URL www.yfaonline.com 

· The Yorkshire Film Archive has also launched YFA Online Learning: a cross-curricular moving image resource for education practitioners and can be found at URL www.yfaonline.com/yfalearning
· Showroom is one of the largest independent cinemas in Europe and the place to be for anyone with a passion for film. Located in the heart of Sheffield’s cultural quarter, a stone’s throw away from the city’s main station and shopping centre, we are open 364 days a year showing the latest film releases, classic cinema, family films and the best cinema from around the world. Festivals, Special Screenings & Events add to the rich cultural mix of the city and our Education activities engage learners of all ages. 
Showroom & Workstation, 15 Paternoster Row, Sheffield, S1 2BX

Box Office 0114 275 7727, General Enquiries / Workstation Reception 0114 279 6511
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